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A Great Blessing 
Dear Brother: 

Your MESSAGE and Bible School Lessons 
make me very happy. They are truly a great 
blessing from God. The Truth would teach 
every person about God’s will for mankind 
if they would only read and accept it. 

The people here in Vancouver are all 
strangers to the true religion—living like 
the world. Among thousands it is hard to 
find even one who will listen to the joyful 
tidings. It looks very stormy. There is dark- 
ness all around. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


E. Y. G. 


Finest Music 
Dear Christian Friends: 

I am glad to have been able to give a 
friend a subscription. That is one way of 
preaching the Truth. I love it and I am not 
ashamed of it. 

The Bible is the finest Music Book ever 
written. It is full of rhythm; does not con- 
tradict itself in any way, shape or form. 
It is a strong tower and a safe place to 
be, and some day, not far away, we shall 
all come to the knowledge of the Truth, and 
the Truth will make us free. 


Prescott, Ont. ase. iG. 


Busy Religion—Happy Vacationing 
Dear B—: 

One day last week Gay and I went up the 
creek at the farm to the falls. We took our 
“Spiritual Creation” books along and 
worked on them. We waded back, walking 
on very slippery rocks. We learned Deut. 
28:1; Prov. 11: 2 and II Thess 2: 18. When 
we got home, Daddy stopped haying and 
went with us on a picnic. Gay took her ac- 
cordian along and we sang hymns. 

At the creek we are digging channels and 
making islands. We are going to write 
verses on the rocks there pertaining to what 
we see. 


Sherburne, N. Y. R. S. 


Cheerfulness 
Dear Sister: 

Your letter came just at the right time. 
It seemed to fit my need exactly. God is so 
good to cause others to send a word of en- 
couragement. God bless you so for it. When 
the countless trials come bearing down, then 
the heavenly Father seems to bear us up 
under His wings of love and understanding. 

This morning I have received a lesson 
from the birds. Without fail they seem to 
sing with joy and cheerfulness. If only 
humans could be as cheerful no matter what 
the circumstances. If I can be cheerful, and 
continue faithfully in cheerfulness, other 
things will come much easier. 


Eugene, Oregon M. §S. 
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Is the State of Israel a Fulfillment of Prophecy? 


Roman soldiers and Judea became a Roman province 

(A. D. 70) modern Israel is the first Jewish national 
state. It was proclaimed a state on May 14, 1948 after 
the termination by the United Nations of the British 
mandate for Palestine. The movement for an independent 
Jewish state in Palestine had its roots in the beginning 
of organized Jewish settlement during the 19th century. 
The first modern Jewish agricultural colony was founded 
about 1870 and a number of others followed soon there- 
after. Before the close of the last century a world Zion- 
ist organization was formed and an effective political 
force began to develop. The movement rapidly gained ad- 
herents and this caused a growing number of Jews to see 
in Zionism the solution to their problem. 

Palestine was established as a national Jewish Home- 
land after Britain had pledged itself to support its es- 
tablishment and after the British troops had succeeded 
in driving out the Turks in 1918. The pledge was incor- 
porated into the League of Nations’ mandate for Pales- 
tine in 1922, under which Britain was instructed to help, 
or make less difficult, Jewish immigration and settlement 
upon the land. Trouble began to develop as more and 
more Jews wanted to enter the land, and this was inten- 
sified with the advent of the Nazi regime in Germany 
and Jews, faced with persecution, left Europe in increas- 
ing numbers. Fierce Arab rioting broke out in protest 
against Jewish immigration, and from then until the 
founding of the state the situation had continually grown 
worse. Nor has the difficulty been removed since, for the 
Jews continue to expand and the Arab neighbors continue 
their hostility. 

Why do the Jews persist in their desire to possess 
Palestine? Why do they want to live in that crowded ter- 
ritory when there are many open spaces in the world, 
many friendly nations in which oppressed Israelites can 
find a refuge and a home without constant danger of in- 
vasion and continually imperiling the peace of the world? 
The answer lies partly in the Jews’ having a sentimental 
interest in Palestine and partly in the nationalistic pride. 


S rom: the time Jerusalem was destroyed by the 


The Promises to Abraham 


The Jews claim that because they are the descendants 
of Abraham the land of Palestine belongs to them. It is 
true, God did promise the land to Abraham. The promise 
is recorded thus: “Lift up now thine eyes, and look from 
the place where thou art northward, and southward, and 
eastward, and westward; for all the land which thou 
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever” (Gen. 
13: 15). “Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the 
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates” 
(Gen. 15:18). This promise was repeated a number of 
times to Abraham. God made a covenant with Abraham 
and his seed, but in no way does this give the modern 
Jews a clear title to the land of Palestine. 

The promises to Abraham and his seed were condi- 
tional. The condition being Abraham’s obedience. “Be- 


cause thou hast obeyed my voice” (Gen. 22:18), is the 
reason Abraham received the promise. Later when the 
covenant was renewed with Isaac the Lord had said to 
him: “Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my 
laws” (Gen. 26:5). Again and again this basic principle 
was stressed, that possession of the land and prosperity 
in it depended wholly on their obedience to God. In Deut. 
28 and Lev. 26 these solemn warnings are repeated over 
and over. If they disobeyed they would be punished, and 
that punishment consisted in their being scattered among 
the nations. “And the Lord shall scatter you among the 
nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the 
heathen, whither the Lord shall lead you” (Deut. 4: 27). 


Punishment for Disobedience 


After Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and they 
developed into a nation their prosperity and peace de- 
pended wholly upon their obedience. When the people for- 
sook the Lord in the days of the judges the Lord would 
not protect them from the attacks of their enemies. With 
their repentance His mercy was restored. When during 
the reign of the kings the nation was divided and they 
gradually went from bad to worse, the Lord brought 
against them enemies from distant lands to punish them. 
He used the nation of Assyria to destroy and take captive 
the northern kingdom. Only a few remained in the land 
and these were soon intermingled with foreign immi- 
grants. 

About a hundred and fifty years later the kingdom of 
Judah suffered the same fate. Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, came against Jerusalem and destroyed the tem- 
ple and the city and took the people into captivity. The 
Lord used these foreign nations to punish His people for 
their disobedience. He called Assyria His “rod,” and 
Nebuchadnezzar His “servant” (Isa. 10:5; Jer. 25:9). 

God was always ready to restore His people to their 
land but that restoration was always conditioned on their 
repentance. Moses stated this principle in Deuteronomy 
30: 1—10. If they return to the Lord and obey His voice 
then the Lord would turn their captivity. A return in 
continued unbelief would be an act of defiance to their 
God who had driven them from their land because of un- 
belief and disobedience. 

After seventy years in captivity the believing Jews re- 
turned to Jerusalem to rebuild the city, the temple and 
their homeland. As a nation they had not fully learned 
their lesson, for later (A. D. 70), because of their wicked- 
ness and open disobedience to God, their temple was de- 
stroyed and the people scattered to all nations. This was 
the great finale of God’s dealings with Israel as a nation. 

God had promised the land to Abraham. Later as the 
nation grew and multiplied God made a covenant with 
them through Moses on Mount Sinai. The covenant was 
bilateral. God would make Israel His people and would 
bless them provided they kept their part of the agree- 
ment, and that was to be obedient to all His command- 
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ments. If they failed to keep their part of the agreement 
God would no longer be obligated to keep His. The people 
agreed and said: “All that the Lord hath spoken we will 
do” (Ex. 19:8). They had failed miserably to obey the 
prophets which God sent to them and they failed to listen 
to Christ the Son of God, but crucified Him. 

Jesus lamented over Jerusalem with these words: “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” And 
later He told His disciples in predicting the things which 
should come to pass: “They shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21: 24). 

Because of the establishment of the state of Israel 
many people feel that the return of the Jews to Palestine 
is God’s doing. They also believe that with the return of 
the Jews to their homeland Christ would come and con- 
vert them. This view cannot be supported by the Bible. 
The Jews had their opportunity to believe Christ when 
He was among them, and when He was crucified and 
resurrected they still had a chance to repent and turn 
to Him. Even after His ascension the apostles carried on 
an intensive missionary campaign and all who would had 
a chance to receive Christ. But the Jews as a nation would 
not. To this day they continue to reject Him. Therefore 
God is not accepting them as a nation. According as God 
had predicted they have been seattered among the na- 
tions, their land has been possessed by foreigners, the 
greater part of Jerusalem remains in the hands of the 
Gentiles, and on the site on which once stood their sacred 
temple now stands, as it has stood for centuries, the 
Mosque of Omar. 


The True Israel of God 


The promises which God made to Abraham still stand 
and they shall one day be fulfilled. But the nation to 
whom the land will be given will be a nation bringing 
forth the fruits of righteousness as did faithful Abraham. 
The children of Abraham shall receive the inheritance, 
and since Israel as a nation is rejected God turned else- 
where to find a people upon whom to bestow that blessing. 
To the unbelieving Jews of His day, Jesus said: “Did ye 
never read in the scriptures, The stone which the build- 
ers rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: 
this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 
Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof” (Matt. 21:42, 43). The nation bringing 
forth fruits of righteousness to whom the Kingdom shall 
be given, will be spiritual Israel, those worthy of the 
name. They shall inherit the Homeland for an eternal in- 
heritance. 

This nation, spiritual Israel, is composed of all be- 
lievers who believe and do the works of faithful Abra- 
ham. The Apostle Peter was the first to preach to the 
Gentiles, and after his experience with Cornelius, the 
centurion of the Italian band, this is the lesson he learned 
and which he spoke before the Christian believers: “Of 
a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons; 


but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10: 34, 35). 

Thus we see that God has placed His favor upon a new 
nation consisting, not of the natural Israel but of the 
spiritual, those who manifest the faith of Abraham by 
walking before God and becoming perfect (Gen. 17:1). 
This nation, who come out of every kindred and tongue, 
and people and nation (Rev. 5:9, 10) and keep the com- 
mandments of God have a higher claim to the promises 
of God than those men who point to fleshly ties with the 
patriarch. 

We read from the Apostle Paul: “Not as though the 
word of God had taken none effect. For they are not all 
Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are the 
seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall 
thy seed be called. That is, They which are the children 
of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed” (Rom. 
9:6—8). Because the Jews are natural descendants of 
Abraham they cannot claim the promises on those grounds. 
Something more than natural ties or literal circumcision 
is needed. Ishmael was a son of Abraham according to 
the flesh but he was not qualified for the chief inheritance. 
The children of the promise, those who walk in the steps 
of Abraham, are the true seed. 

The Jews claimed to believe the words of Moses, but 
they did not. Jesus said to them: “Do not think that I 
will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth 
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 
But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe 
my words?” (John 5: 45—47). Moses had foretold the 
birth of Christ and instructed his people to obey that 
Prophet (Deut. 18: 15—19), but they hardened their 
hearts and rejected Him. 

The Jews claimed kinship to Abraham and Moses be- 
cause of the covenant of circumcision, but there was much 
more to that. Moses made this fact clear: “And now, 
Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to 
fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
and with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, and his statutes, which I command thee this day 


for thy good? . . . Circumcise therefore the foreskin of 
your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. For the Lord 
your God... regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward” 


(Deut. 10: 12, 18, 16, 17). To be God’s people and inherit 
the blessings they had to be, First: an obedient people; 
Second: circumcise the foreskin of their heart, be pure 
of heart (Jer. 4:4), for God does not regard persons. 

Paul commented on this same point: “For he is not a 
Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of 
men, but of God” (Rom, 2: 28, 29). The Jews gloried in 
natural circumcision, thinking that by that one act they 
were far superior to all other nations, but God renounced 
this. For whatever we do the praise must come from God 
and not from men. The world-embracing gospel which 
Jesus instructed His disciples to preach was to make no 
distinction between Jew or Gentile, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond or free. The Apostle Paul, especially, had this privi- 
lege of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. The middle 
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wall of partition (Eph. 2:14, 15) was broken down and 
abolished, and all who would receive the gospel would be 
counted among the spiritual Israelites. 

This new nation, the true Israel of God, has this dis- 
tinction. It has the circumcision of the heart. Its heart’s 
desire is to obey God in all He asks of it; it has as 
its motive to do what is right in His eyes. It brings 
praise to God by faith and obedience. By its love and obe- 
dience this nation differs greatly from the natural Israel 
which followed a course of stubbornness and disobedience, 
from the time they left Egypt, all through the time of 
their sojourn under Moses, all through the reigns of the 
judges, kings and the prophets, and during the days of 
Christ. And they still reject the true God, and Christ 
His Son. 

Considering the covenant God made with Abraham 
and his seed, that the promises are based wholly on obedi- 
ence, the modern state of Israel does not have a favorable 
standing with God. They, like their fathers who were 
cast off because of disobedience and rebellion, reject God’s 
loving entreaty to obey His holy law and prepare for the 
eternal Kingdom of Christ His Son. But God will never 
reject that “holy nation,” those who work righteousness 
and show the faith and obedience of Abraham. To them 
the promise stands and they will receive the blessing of 
being God’s “royal priesthood, a holy nation.” God’s prom- 
ise cannot be broken. Through Jeremiah He affirmed: “If 
my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not 
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth: then will 
I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so 
that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the 
seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (Jer. 33: 25, 26). 


The Ten Lost Tribes 


Considerable effort has been made in recent years by 
many scholars of Bible and secular history to identify 
the ten lost tribes of Israel. Claims are made that de- 
scendants of these tribes are to be found in the English 
speaking people of Britain and the United States of 
America. It is claimed, too, that the British throne and 
its monarchy are direct descendants of the kings of Israel. 
To be sure, these claims make an interesting story, but 
the question arises, as always, Is it true? 

With our present knowledge of the subject, due to the 
limited information supplied, we cannot support this 
theory. It may be true that these two great nations, 
Britain and U.S.A., are highly favored and that God may 
be using them for a purpose but to make the positive 
claim that they are descendants of Israel is without Scrip- 
tural support. 

The Biblical account of the last days of the northern 
kingdom of Israel which consisted of the ten tribes is 
given in II Kings 17. Because they had persisted in their 
wickedness and would not repent, God finally sent the 
king of Assyria against them and besieged Samaria three 
years and then carried Israel captive into Assyria and 
placed them in the cities of the Medes. The sacred his- 
torian states: “So was Israel carried away out of their 
own land to Assyria unto this day” (verse 28). 

Evidently some of each tribe either remained behind 
or later returned, for we are told that when Hezekiah, 
king of Judah, held a passover he sent posts “from city to 
city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even 


unto Zebulon” inviting them to the passover (II Chron. 
30:10, 11). Some mocked, but some from Asher and 
Manasseh and Zebulon humbled themselves and came to 
Jerusalem. 

Some of these exiles might have returned with the 
believing captives of Judah after their seventy years of 
captivity in Babylon. We read of Anna, a prophetess, of 
the tribe of Asher, who was present when Mary and 
Joseph presented Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:36). As 
nations, Israel and Judah were both rejected and God 
turned to seek a holy nation, chosen out of all those who 
would obey Him from every nation on earth. 

Though the identity of the tribes is lost the promises 
to Israel shall be fulfilled, and this Israel is spiritual Is- 
rael, or the Church. It cannot be said that the Church 
originated on a certain particular date, as Peter’s con- 
fession (Matt. 16:16, 17), or at Pentecost (Acts 2). It 
began even long before the few disciples obeyed Jesus’ 
call of the Kingdom; it began with the longings of the Old 
Testament prophets and patriarchs for a true Israel of 
God. These prophets maintained a confidence that out 
of the tragedy which would befall natural Israel a right- 
eous nucleus of spiritual Israel would emerge which 
would be truly the people of God and which would inherit 
the promised Kingdom and dominion. 

The prophets had this vision clearly and wrote of it. 
Jeremiah foresaw a new Israel with whom God would 
make a new Covenant (ch. 31: 31—34), and Ezekiel de- 
scribed his vision of a resurrected nation (Ezek. 37). 


The New Testament writers hail the Church as the true 
heir of Israel’s hope. A man is not an Israelite simply be- 
cause he can boast that he is Abraham’s seed (Rom. 9: 
6—8), nor is he a Jew just because he is circumcised, but 
he is a Jew who in his inmost heart has surrendered him- 
self to God (Rom. 2: 28, 29). Israel is pictured as an 
olive tree, some of whose branches have been broken off 
because of unbelief, and others grafted in (Rom. 11:17 
—19). The Church is called the true Israel of God (Gal. 
6: 16), and all who are Christ’s are Abraham’s seed and 
heirs of the promises (Gal. 3: 29). 

James spoke of the Church as the twelve tribes of 
Israel (James 1:1). Peter calls the Church the “chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation” whose mission is 
to declare the wonderful deeds of God who has called 
them out of darkness into the light (I Pet. 2:9, 10). As 
in Old Testament times the prophets referred to Israel 
as the wife whom their Maker has husbanded (Hos. 1—3; 
Jer. 3: 1—5; Isa. 54: 4—7), so the Church is the Bride of 
Christ (Eph. 5: 22—33; Rev. 21: 2, 9—11). It is, in fact, 
more. It is “the body of Christ” (I Cor. 12:27), or as 
Jesus Himself taught, the Church is the branches of the 
vine which is Christ (John 15: 1—4). 

This, and much more, drives us to the conclusion that 
the tribes of natural Israel no longer have any signifi- 
cance with God, and that God’s concern is for the Church, 
the “twelve tribes” who serve God “instantly day and 
night” (Acts 26:6, 7). And whether a natural Israelite 
by birth or a Gentile, with God there is no distinction. 
One is as good as the other. Only character is weighed 
with Him and as men learn God’s law and become obe- 
dient to all that He requires they have the promise of be- 
coming His children and inheriting the blessings promised. 
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Pride Versus Faith 


“FT HE king had put the gate in charge of the adjutant 

on whose arm he was accustomed to lean, and the 
crowd trod on him till he died”—as the man of God pre- 
dicted. Thus Biblical history records the unhappy end of 
one who opposed and scoffed at the Eternal’s prophecy. 
In order to understand more fully the depth of the lessons 
contained in this narrative we turn to the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel. 

“It was in the days of Benhadad, king of Syria. And 
there was a great famine in Samaria; and, behold, they 
[the Syrians] besieged it.” The people were sore pressed, 
and in dire want. Some in terrible distress besought the 
king and he in turn sent to slay Elisha the prophet, say- 
ing, “This trouble is from the Eternal, why should I wait 
for the Eternal’s help any longer?” 

“Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord: Thus 
saith the Lord, Tomorrow about this time shall a measure 
of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of 
barley for a shekel in the gate of Samaria. Then a lord 
on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of 
God, and said, ‘Could that be, even if the Eternal were to 
open sluices in the sky?’ And Elisha said, ‘Behold, thou 
shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.’ ” 

Only when we consider that the famine was so severe 
that women were reduced to eating their own children, 
as recorded in the preceding chapter, can we realize how 
inconceivable the promise of the Eternal that fine flour 
and barley should be in the market the following day 
‘would seem to the natural mind, without implicit faith 
in God. And here we are struck with one of the most im- 
portant lessons. We must believe what we cannot compre- 
hend if prefixed with “Thus saith the Lord.” But, scoffed 
the man, “Could that be, even if the Eternal were to open 
sluices in the sky?” Which is to say it could not be, and 
he knew it could not, and his opinion was paramount. 
Why not? He was a man of importance, of authority— 
a man on whose arm even the king leaned. 

But the promise of fine flour and barley in plenty on 
market the morrow came to pass as the man of God pre- 
dicted, the scorning lord to the contrary, notwithstand- 
ing. By continuing our narrative we will see just how. 

“And there were four leprous men at the entering in 
of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here 
until we die? If we say, We will enter into the city, ... 
we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. 
Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the 
Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they 
kill us, we shal] but die. And they rose in the twilight, to 
go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were 
come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold 
there was no man there. For the Lord had made the host 
of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and... of 
horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one 
to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us 
the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, 
to come upon us. Wherefore they arose and fled in the 
twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their 
asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their lives. 

“And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of 
the camp, they went into the one tent and did eat and 


drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, 
and went and hid it; and came again, and entered into an- 
other tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it. 

“Then they said one to another, We do not well: this 
day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we 
tarry till the morning light some mischief will come upon 
us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell the 
king’s household. 

“So they came and called unto the porter of the city: 
and they told them, saying, We came to the camp of the 
Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, neither 
voice of man, but horses tied, . . . and the tents as they 
were .. . and they told it to the king’s house within.” 

Imagine the excitement and anxiety that such news 
would create at this time of famine and distress! 

“And the king arose in the night, and said unto his 
servants, I will now show you what the Syrians have done 
to us. They know that we be hungry; therefore they are 
gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, say- 
ing, When they come out of the city, we shall catch them 
alive, and get into the city.” 

One of the officers replied, “Pray send some men, with 
five of the horses that are left: if they live, they will fare 
like all the multitude of Israel who survive here, and if 
they die, they die like all the multitude of Israel that 
perish here. Let us send and see!” 

“They took therefore two chariot horses; and the king 
sent after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. 
And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the 
way was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians 
had cast away in their haste. And the messengers re- 
turned, and told the king. And the people went out, and 
spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine 
flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley 
for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. 

“And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he 
leaned, to have the charge of the gate: and the people 
trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 

“And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken 
to the king, saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, 
and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be tomorrow 
about this time in the gate of Samaria. And that lord an- 
swered the man of God, and said, Could that be, even if 
the Eternal were to open sluices in the sky? And he said, 
Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat 
thereof. And so it fell out unto him: for the people trode 
upon him in the gate, and he died.” 

This more or less familiar story of II Kings 7 deserves 
much thought. For by analyzing the mind of this lord we 
may get a profitable view of ourselves. His words, though 
few, spoke the abundance of his heart, and indicated a 
highly inflated cranium, a complex resulting from lack 
of faith in God, irreverence and entirely too much egoism. 
Fully as dangerous as pride inspired by wealth is that in- 
spired by authority, any prerogative one man has over 
another, be it unlimited or restricted. He was a man on 
whom the king leaned. Yet, we may be proud and have 
neither wealth nor authority. The pride of the exalted 
is not the only pride. Spiritual instruction, observation, 
and experience convince us that pride has many lurking 
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places among those by common consent called the hum- 
ble. In misery or high places both classes find plenty to 
nourish pride. The root of these two prides is the same. 

It is easy to magnify in the mind one’s advantages or 
surroundings over a brother, and if our advantages are 
real, whether they be means, knowledge, or gifts of heart 
and mind, it is an error to think that they should be put 
to the service of our vanity. Take care lest we become 
puffed till by actions we scoff at God, become too proud 
to admit anything beyond our knowledge. The more one 
has to enjoy, the greater the obligation to use everything 
to the glory of the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 
It all should humble us to obedience and faith, which, says 
Paul, means we are confident of what we hope for, con- 
vinced of what we do not see, Says the prophet, “God is 
wise in heart and mighty in strength: who hath hardened 
himself against him and hath prospered?” 

Of course it never occurred to this lord’s mind that the 
things prophesied by Elisha might happen in such a man- 
ner. His mind was too small to accept God’s promise in 
faith, because he did not see how. One of pride’s most 
baneful effects is to dwarf the mind. Humility and faith 
expand it. Pride is the arch-enemy of faith. So we should 
cry with the Prophet, “I will run the way of thy com- 
mandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.” 

There are those today who, because they have not ex- 
panded their minds to see the God-given evidence on the 
return of Christ to conquer evil and bless the world, cry, 
“Where is the promise of his coming?” Nearer to us are 
those of whom—like this lord—it is written, They will 
not enter in because of unbelief. “Could this be, even if 
God would open sluices in the sky?” they say by their 
actions. Are we of this class; or are we like Abraham 
“who staggered not at the promises of God through un- 
belief: but was strong in faith, giving glory to God and 
being fully persuaded that what He promised he was able 
to perform”? 

This man wanted no mystery—believed only what he 
could solve. To take such a stand is foolish, when every 
breath we draw is clothed in mystery. Can we tell how 
breath gives life to our being? And so everything is 
clothed in mystery because we do not understand. 

Had God told him that He would cause the army to 
flee by a sound of approaching hosts and leave behind 
them abundance of provisions and the like, to be discov- 
ered by two lepers, reported to the king and dispensed 
among the people, the lord might have believed. Not so 
impossible to him. He could see and understand. But that 
is not God’s way. He always tells enough. And He accom- 
plished His end without consulting this mortal or divulg- 
ing the details of His plans. Who are we, that God deigns 
to create, and bless, and then must tell us every how, 
when and where? 

God could also foresee that with the people in despera- 
tion for food a kind of mob violence would prevail, and in 
the stampede this certain lord would be killed. Had he 
believed God and proved worthy of His mercy instead of 
mocking Him, the angel would have delivered him by re- 
arranging the circumstances in some way. Instead, he 
saw the blessing, but was not privileged to enjoy it. Did 
not the prophet say, “Thou shalt see it with thine eyes, 
but shalt not eat thereof’? “Let us therefore fear lest a 
promise being left us of entering into his rest any of you 
should seem to come short of it.” 


Especially worthy of note is the fact that this lord was 
not asked to beat himself, do some difficult task or en- 
dure some great physical discomfort—simply to wait for 
the blessing—and that only twenty-four hours away. This 
seems one of the most applicable lessons for us in the 
close of the day of salvation. 

How often in the Holy Record we read that God re- 
quired the faithful to work and wait. And waiting was 
the big half of the work. Noah waited one hundred and 
twenty years. But the Children of Israel, instead of wait- 
ing for Moses to return to them, grew weary and wor- 
shiped the golden calf. The apostles, instead of waiting in 
Jerusalem for the power from on high to guide them, 
took upon themselves the selection of their twelfth mem- 
ber—a gross mistake. No wonder patience is a cardinal 
virtue. 

God has promised His Son’s return to earth to reclaim 
and establish a glorious Kingdom, with wonderful bless- 
ings for all who share it. The grand Prophet Elijah is 
to prepare the way. The Almighty gives us abundant 
evidence for this hope, and meat to sustain us during the 
time that it tarries. 

The treasure of the earth, the rich heritage of Israel, 
we know is now in possession of the camp of the Syrians, 
so to speak, and God will rout them on the morrow, and 
bring to an end the spiritual famine, the physical misery, 
suffering, and poverty which prevail. We shall be blessed 
if we believe, work, and watt. 

This certain lord mocked because he did not believe. He 
did not believe because he did not see. He would like to 
have had the blessing, but it seemed impossible to him. 
“Could this thing be, even if God opened sluices in the 
sky?” He exalted his opinion above God’s. Today he was 
proud. Tomorrow he was destroyed. Is it not written, 
“Pride goeth before destruction”? 

Paul the apostle wrote to us, “Steady patience is what 
you need, so that after doing the will of God you may get 
what you have been promised. For in a little now, the 
Coming One will arrive without delay. Meantime my just 
man shall live on by his faith; if he shrinks back, my soul 
takes no delight in him.” Now, shall we cry in word and 
act with Paul, “We are not the men to shrink back and 
be lost, but to have faith and so to win our souls”? Or 
shall we be as this certain lord—swell up and say by con- 
duct, “Could this be, even if God were to open sluices in 
the sky”? 

It is written in the Prophets, “On that day men shall 
say, ‘Here is our God, at last, for whose aid we have 
waited! Here is the Eternal for whom we waited! O joy, 
O rapture—he has aided us!’ For here upon this hill shall 
the Eternal grant us rest: but Moab shall be trampled 
down, like straw among the refuse.” Yes, it will come to 
Moab, the faithless and unfaithful, just as the man of 
God spoke of the man on whose arm the king leaned, 
when he opposed the Almighty: “Thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.” And they trode 
upon him and he died. 

We escape the doomed class only by deeply realizing 
that it is easy to be like that certain lord and scoff at God. 
Being proud, disobedient, led by any evil propensity, 
places us in the seat of the scorner. Let us keep in mind 
the promised glory and pray for an expanded mind, a 
heart enlarged with truth, for strength to work and wait. 
Maranatha! 
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vesolved.... 


PERSON of fixed purpose can often accomplish what 

to those of less determined resolve would seem an 
impossibility. When after serious reflection we resolve 
to change our ways for God’s ways, to follow the exalted 
course of life which Christ demonstrated, we find that 
His ways are so much higher than our ways that they 
will lead us out of the mediocre into a realm far superior 
to anything found in the lowlands where those of less 
determined purpose linger and die. 

We cannot serve God and mammon. We must relinquish 
our hold on one or the other. To cling to mammon is to 
cling to our own ways; to look at things from our point 
of view rather than from God’s. It is the way of least re- 
sistence, for when serving mammon there is no tug or 
pull against our natural desires, whims or notions. On 
the other hand if we resolve to change to God’s ways, we 
know it will take a mighty effort to dispense with our 
natural ways for a better and higher course of life. 

We will have to exercise a stern resolve to make our 
thoughts serve God only. What harm our thoughts can do 
if they are not directed by the light of God’s will. Ad- 
verse thoughts influence our conduct. They warp our 
judgment. They cause us to transmit a feeling of enmity 
toward another which raises a barrier, preventing the 
sunshine of God’s love to rule. 

“Why does Anne dislike me?” a child once asked her 
mother. 

“Perhaps,” smilingly replied Mother, “you have the 
question turned around. Could it possibly be, ‘Why do 
I dislike Anne?’ ” 

The child pondered this for a time, then still insisted 
that it was Anne who disliked her. Anne was standoffish; 
Anne avoided her company, etc. 

Mother suggested that perhaps her daughter had been 
thinking the worst of Anne and Anne had in turn been 
letting her see the things she had been looking for, so 
why not reverse the process and look for the best? “See,” 
advised Mother, “how many Christ-like qualities you can 
find in Anne.” 

So the child began to think of Anne in a far more 
kindly manner and the barrier began to melt away. Slowly 
the list of Christ-like qualities she discovered in Anne 
grew: kindness, thoughtfulness, unselfishness, courtesy. 
On and on the good qualities added up until at last the re- 
straint they had exercised toward each other disappeared. 
Because the child had not thought the best of Anne she 
had built up an almost impregnable wall between them, 
but like the walls of Jericho it had fallen as her own 
thoughts had grown more Christ-like and charitable. 

“You know,” she confided to her mother later, “the 
more I think nice things about Anne, the more I love her.” 

God has promised those who manifest a determination 
to keep their resolve to change to a better course of life, 
an inheritance in His everlasting Kingdom. We lay claim 
to this Kingdom every time we think a holy, unselfish 
thought, every time we overcome any evil with good, 
every time we aid another in love, every time we put 
anger out and let poise enter in. 

We are changed to a better course of life every time we 


pray according to His will, when we engage in spiritual 
meditation, when we read, digest and assimilate His im- 
mortal Word. We prove we are being changed for that 
better and holier course of life when we claim God’s ways 
and surrender our own completely; when we empty our- 
selves of self and allow His life to flow in. His way is the 
uplifter and expander of our life. When we keep our 
resolve to exchange our ways for His ways, unfailing 
growth is in us. In His life “we live and move, and have 
our being.” In His life we climb from “glory to glory.” 
In His life we grow, “first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full corn in the ear.” God’s life never changes, but it 
changes our life. 

So let us have the Christ-like life as our fixed purpose 
and be more and more resolved to follow the better course, 
that we may reflect an abundance of God’s ways in all the 
areas of our personalities. These are God’s gifts and they 
bring joy and peace to every recipient, and in the end 
lead us to eternal life. “And the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isa. 35:10). 

May we keep our purpose ever expanding, moving on- 
ward, upward toward the glorious sunrise where no 
death, nor sorrow, nor pain exists. 


LABELS 


HEN we read or hear the word “label” we immedi- 
ately associate it with something that identifies or 
describes some article or its contents. 

We have seen our mothers put labels on the preserves, 
jellies, meat and pickles to be stored away in the cool 
cellar or the deep freeze, or the seasonal clothing she 
stored away for future use. How disappointing it would 
be to find a blueberry label on a can of black currants 
when we especially wanted blueberries, or to find the box 
of clothing you had sought out did not contain what the 
label said it did. 

Nearly everything we buy today bears a label, not only 
for one’s convenience but also as a safety measure. But 
labeling is not confined alone to the realms of inanimate 
things like machinery, tools, food, clothes, or medicine. 
People also wear a label, so to speak. For instance,- the 
practicing Christian bears the label of Christ before 
family, friends, associates and strangers. 

You may have wondered why God would not prefer to 
have us partially loyal to Him rather than completely 
alien to His will? Here are His words: “I would thou wert 
cold or hot”—not lukewarm. Why this should be the case 
became somewhat clearer during a shopping expedition. 
In a large department store a sign over one of the coun- 
ters reads, ‘““Famous-Make Shirts, $1.78.” Upon examin- 
ing them it was noted that the labels had all been care- 
fully removed because the shirts were “irregulars.” This 
company refused to allow its name to be associated with 
anything but the best. No inferior merchandise was al- 
lowed to be displayed bearing its label. 

One often hears the statement: “It doesn’t matter what 
the world think,” or in other words, how they label you. 
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This is true to a certain degree. Jesus had this to say: 
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you.” Rejoice to know 
their label is a misnomer. Then Jesus adds: “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5: 11, 12, 16). That is a label much to be craved. 

Paul was careful to caution his brethren, “Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” 
(II Tim. 2:19). They were bearing the Christian label. 
They were Paul’s epistles, “known and read of all men.” 
Whether through idle curiosity or a genuine desire to 
find something better and more satisfying than they now 
have, men would read their label. 

Christianity is what gives to life its importance, to 
eternity its glory. Christianity teaches the beauty and 
dignity of life. It is valuable not alone for the freedom 
which it brings, but also for the restraints which train 
us for high and noble service. 


Christianity shows that the humblest lot provides op- 
portunities to exalt virtue, and converts each call of duty 
into a satisfying experience. It has been said that life is 
but a pilgrimage; and we add, the Christian’s journey 
surpasses all in the goodness of the road, in the beauty 
of the prospect, in the excellence of the company, and in 
the rich rewards gained now, and the richer rewards 
awaiting if we prove ourselves worthy of the label. 

Since we are walking advertisements of Christianity, 
quite naturally this question poses itself: What is the 
gospel according to us? 

We are the only Bible many people ever read, and if the 
gospel according to us is not one of honesty, purity and 
uprightness, if the sermons they read from the pages of 
our life do not agree with our profession, they will be 
disappointed indeed. 

To talk about the glories of that future age and what 
we must do to obtain them is a vital part of our profes- 
sion, but the carrying out of these precepts during our 
every waking hour is an even greater necessity, it is an 
indispensable part. The greatest sermon ever preached is 
by example. You may have noticed how much easier it is 
to recall something you had seen years before, than to re- 
member words spoken at that time. 

God wants us to have a faith that is expressed in the 
beauty of daily living. Too often we have thought of 
Christian doctrine as existing only in a set of beliefs. Our 
faith may become too much identified with such doctrinal 
beliefs to the detriment of God’s way of life. We may be- 
come filled with “preach” rather than filled with all good- 
ness, or clothed with self-righteousness in place of wear- 
ing the robe of God’s righteousness ; or we may be looking 
for ways to adorn our own name instead of “adorning 
the doctrine of Christ.” 

Food, drugs and medicine often are labeled for safe 
identification. That is how we know what to partake of and 
what to leave alone. And God is no less wise than man: 
His foods and medicines are plainly labeled. We have 
heard of cases of injury and even death that has been 
caused by erroneous labeling. But God never makes such 
mistakes. He has clearly marked the things we are to par- 
take of and those we must not partake of. One would not 


be so utterly devoid of reason as to take a big swallow of 
liquid from a bottle plainly marked with skull and cross 
bones, and displaying the word “poison” in large type, 
just to make sure the label was correct. But in our spirit- 
ual life we too often have done just that. 

If we fail to be examples of the believers “in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity”; 
if we fail to think on the things that are true, honest, 
just, pure, lovely, and of good report (Phil. 4:8), we 
shall certainly be classed as “irregulars” in the Day of 
Final Inspection. Our Christian label will be removed. 
God will surely disown us, for nothing but that which is 
perfect, be it thought, word or deed, will be stamped with 
His seal or label of approval. 





OBITUARY 
ALICE C. HILL 


On Monday evening, June 23d, death claimed the oldest 
member of the local congregation of the Megiddo Mission 
Church, Sister Hill, age 97 years. Our sister was born in 
Marshalltown, Iowa in 1861. She belonged to the rugged 
pioneer generation and lived an adventurous life. As a 
child she crossed the Plains with her parents by way of 
ox team and covered wagon. They were encountered by 
Indians and rescued only by the timely arrival of soldiers. 
Much of her life was spent in Portland, Oregon where 
she married Thomas Brooks Hill in 1883 and with whom 
she lived happily until his death in 1923. 

Sister Hill was one of the few remaining members of 
our congregation who had the privilege of being person- 
ally acquainted with our founder, the Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
during the early years of his ministry. At the age of 19 
she attended a series of lectures given by him in Port- 
land. His teaching impressed her as reasonable and Bib- 
lical. In 1940 she accompanied her daughter, Sister Du- 
back, to Rochester. Here she was tenderly cared for 
through her declining years. She is survived by her 
daughter, three grandchildren, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Funeral services were conducted by our assistant pas- 
tor, Kenneth E. Flowerday; interment in Mount Hope 
Cemetery. 


I forward gaze through earth’s dark maze 
And see beyond this dreary night, 
Beyond the sowing, reaping, 
Beyond where age shall dim our sight, 
Beyond the sorrow, weeping, 


Beyond the watching, waiting, 

Beyond the time when wars shall cease, 
Beyond death, chill and icy, 

Beyond the thousand years of peace— 
Beyond it all—Eternity. 





When you can think of yesterday without regret and 
tomorrow without fear, you are near real contentment. 


The mind is like the stomach. It is not how much you 
put into it that counts, but how much it digests. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, 
and be at rest” (Psalm 55: 6). 


There is no such thing as flying or running away from 
our duty or our troubles. We may attempt to do it but 
only to be plagued by remorse and a harassed conscience. 
“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou 
art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, 
Surely darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be 
light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the 
light are both alike to thee” (Ps. 139: 7—12). 

In Biblical history we frequently read of men who 
wished to get away from the troubles of the world and go 
into seclusion, or even far worse, the taking of one’s life. 
Elijah fied three days’ journey into the wilderness and 
there wished to die. Jonah was fleeing from God to Tar- 
shish. Jeremiah at one time said, “I will not make mention 
of him, nor speak any more in his name” (20:9). And a 
number of names could be mentioned who took their own 
lives. Then we have the words of the Psalmist, uttered 
when he was in some distress of soul. 

Undoubtedly, the Psalmist was an idealist, and his 
world, like our world today, was a hard world for ideal- 
ists. He looked for righteousness, for honesty, for sincer- 
ity among his fellows, but instead, he seemed only to find 
the things which sicken the heart of one whose sole aim 
is to see righteousness practiced in his own life and in the 
lives of others. 

The climax to this utterance came when a close friend 
of his proved deceptive and fickle. Disappointment and 
disgust sickened him to the point of despair. Thus he 
says: “Fain would I fly from it all, and live within the 
desert; swiftly would I escape from the fury of the blast, 
from all their storming and confusion, from their double 
tongues” (Ps. 55:7, 8, Moffatt). 

Different as our age is, the urgent question still exists: 
Why do people wish to escape from the ordinary en- 
counters of life? Everywhere these facts are known and 
felt and the tendency to escape is all too apparent. The 
reasons vary with individual cases, but in general, it is 
because life’s disappointments pile too high and people 
cannot or will not endure them. The monotony of exist- 
ence has become oppressive. Boredom has overtaken 
them. They are faced with the routine of wearisome toil 
each day and life for them has become nothing more than 
petty tasks and tiresome drudgery within narrow hori- 
zons. They “go to work to get the pay to buy the food to 
go to work.” They are weary of it all. Other existing prob- 
lems are: Living or working with people with ugly dis- 
positions; troubles in the family, with relatives; troubles 
in the community, the church, the nation, the world. 
Every day things happen that wound the heart and de- 
press the mind and spirit. Fear of facing the inevitable 


because of our blunders and stupidity, distrust even of 
close friends, and many more distractions add up to make 
men look for nothing so much as a way out. 

The attempts to escape from life’s tensions are numer- 
ous. Perhaps the greatest in this day are the modern 
pleasure centers, and the excitement of travel. Sports and 
entertainment are another means of escape, and for some 
a retirement from the world into seclusion, a refusal to 
face up to life’s discipline, is another means. Some yield 
to the darker impulses to evade the realities of life by 
resorting to such evils as alcohol, narcotics, immorality. 
None of these is at all satisfactory. 

We must now look to the other side of this matter, and 
that is the remedy. Whatever the remedy to our problems, 
one should not expect a miraculous transformation. We 
cannot suddenly pass from disappointment and despair 
to peace and trust. The adjustment will take self-disci- 
pline and time. 

Let us listen to the Psalmist again, only this time we 
hear a different note. ‘““Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou 
in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of 
my countenance.” To be sure, he still had troubles, but 
here he looks at them differently. He turned his hopes to 
God; therein he felt he could regain his confidence. Some- 
how he wished to pass this thought to others, for in the 
two psalms (42, 43) this thought is three times repeated. 

It would indeed be a pitiful state for us all if there 
were no hope for solution of our problems. Nor should 
we ever get the feeling of hopelessness and resort to 
means of escape. Jeremiah encountered a class of people 
who said: “There is no hope: but we will walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of 
his evil heart” (18:12). For a people who once had high 
ideals and whose goal was eternity, this state of mind is 
shameful. 

It is easy to advise, “Hope in God,” or, “Do not lose 
hope,” but it is another thing to maintain this hope and 
face life understandingly and confidently. When the prun- 
ing-knife is so sharp, the refining-fire so hot, and the cup 
pressed to our lips so bitter that it becomes almost im- 
possible to go on, then at such times we must go outside 
ourselves to get the strength we need. It is then we need 
to open the windows of heaven and receive the blessing. 


Once again the Psalmist tells of the provision God 
makes for the weary pilgrims as the trials and testings 
shake the very foundation of their faith. In the 73d Psalm 
the writer, like ourselves, was greatly perplexed and 
strongly tempted to murmur against God as he considered 
the inequalities of life. In the world where God’s love 
was supposed to be ruling he could not understand why 
the wicked should be prospering and the most saintly 
souls were worn out with the continual struggle against 
poverty and pain. 

We want to meet our troubles, and we can meet them 
like others have. We can meet them like the Psalmist did. 
He said: “When I thought to know this, it was too pain- 
ful for me: until I went into the sanctuary of God: then 
understood I their end.” It is within the sanctuary of God, 
not necessarily a four-walled structure, but in our quiet 
time with Him, that we get a chance to hear the Voice 
from Heaven. It is then as we read and meditate and con- 
sider His Word and His promises that we get an opportu- 

(Continued on next page) 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


The seventh day was the Bible sabbath. Why do we rec- 
ognize Sunday as the first day of the week? 


We worship on Sunday for convenience’ sake because it 
is designated by the nation to be a day of rest and wor- 
ship. 

The seventh day Sabbatarians worship on Saturday; 
first day Sabbatarians believe Sunday to be the correct 
day. Actually neither is right, for both are governed by 
Roman time. The method for determining the Bible sab- 
bath is as follows: The new year begins with the first 
new moon after the vernal equinox; the first day of the 
year is likewise the first day of the week; the seventh 
day is the sabbath, the fourteenth day is the second sab- 
bath, etc. (Matt. 28:1). 

When the Mosaic Law became obsolete in Christ, no 
Bible law remained concerning the sabbath. Paul states 
clearly: “Let no one pass judgment on you in questions 
of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new 
moon or a sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to 
come; but the substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2: 
16, 17). 


Can you give me some light on Ezekiel 38: 2, 3? Is this the 
land of Russia? 


Gog and Magog have been subject to much speculation 
among Bible scholars for years. We recognize Gog and 
Magog as latter day forces (Ezek. 38:8, 16) which will 
ineffectively resist God’s Kingdom on earth. However, 
we take the position that a detailed understanding of this 
passage (Ezek. 38, 39), like many other deeply prophetic 
passages in the Book which relate to the future, will be 
possible only by the arrival of the event itself. 

For example, Daniel, a prophet greatly beloved of God, 
had Jeremiah’s letters in Babylon, treasured them highly, 
and studied them diligently. But not until the seventy 
year period of exile as decreed by God through Jeremiah, 
had passed, was Daniel able fully to comprehend the 
prophecy. See Daniel 9:1, 2. So the meaning of much 
prophecy in the Book will clarify only with the advent of 
the time for its fulfillment. 


In the booklet by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, the Trinity, it is 
said that the flesh which the Word turned into is the personal 
Jesus. Would it not be more reasonable to assume that the 
flesh is spiritual, the Word of God, since Jesus commanded 
us to eat the flesh? 


True, the flesh is spiritual, the Word of God. However, 
it becomes personal as it is personally assimilated. In 
many texts the man, Christ Jesus, and the Word of God 
are practically inseparable, the reason being that Jesus 
so thoroughly exemplified the Word. Thus the gospel 
writer says, “The word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us” (John 1:14). Jesus converted rules into conduct, 
creed into character, theory into practice. Thus He could 
say: I am the vine; I am the way; I am the bread; I am 
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the Word. He was the Word translated into flesh. He was 
the whole system of moral truth on the march. Men had 
but to follow Him to be saved. Again He said, I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven; eat of me 
and ye shall live. The living bread or Word holds more 
appeal to the appetite than the written Word. It is easier 
to follow in the footsteps of a faithful guide than it is to 
determine the true Christian course of life from the Book. 
So actually the Word becomes flesh or living bread every 
time a human being translates it into action. 


Please explain Matt. 8: 22. “Jesus said unto him, Follow 
me; and let the dead bury their dead.” 


This disciple professed to be willing to follow, but 
Jesus, who knew what was in humanity, discerned a con- 
flicting allegiance in the man’s life. He wanted first to 
bury his father. Perhaps the father was aged at the time, 
or suffered from a lingering illness and the son wished 
to care for him until his death. Perfectly lawful and com- 
mendable on the surface. But Jesus evidently recognized 
undue attachment there. Others who were dead to the call 
of the Master could bury their dead. For this disciple, one 
need was paramount: “Follow me.” 


Who is the devil of Eph. 6: 11, 12? 


“Put on God’s armor so as to be able to stand against 
the stratagems of the devil. For we have to struggle, not 
with blood and flesh but with the angelic Rulers, the an- 
gelic Authorities, the potentates of the dark present, the 
spirit-forces of evil in the heavenly sphere” (Moffatt). 

The context clearly defines the devil as all opposers to 
true religion. Paul met this opposition wherever he went, 
in the synagogues of every city, and even in the Jerusa- 
lem Church where he was accused of the Jews, bound, and 
tried for heresy. The Christian in every age must be 
strong and well armed to resist the same devil which 
Paul encountered. True religion, like any other powerful 
force, arouses enmity. The means of combat is provided: 
the girdle of truth; sandals of peace; the breastplate of 
righteousness; above all, the shield of faith; the helmet 
of salvation; the sword of the spirit which is the Word of 
God. 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 


nity to look at things from the standpoint of God and 
eternity. In this sanctuary we get the chance to have 
everything weighed in the balances which God Himself 
has adjusted. At such times we can let the light from 
Heaven stream upon our path and we can find strength to 
bear what cannot be avoided. And as our minds are en- 
lightened by the Word and strengthened by the promises, 
God forbid that we should continue to walk in our own 
ignorance, or seek a way of our own to escape. Rather, 
God’s way is the only honorable way. His ways lead to 
larger development of character and a strengthening and 
purifying of all that is good in us. 
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The Joy of Righteous Living 


There is joy for every Christian soldier 
Who is walking in the narrow way; 
In the work of Christ becoming bolder; 

Hastening each precept to obey. 


There is peace that passeth understanding, 
When we know that we are pleasing God; 

Perfect peace that never has an ending, 
When we follow where the Master trod. 


There is rest for all the worn and weary 
Who have proven faithful in the strife; 
And release from tasks that now are dreary, 

If found working for a better life. 


There is hope for those where hope is lacking, 
When they press the fight against the foe; 

When with zeal the forts of sin attacking, 
Saying to earth’s vain allurements, “No!” 


There are ties of friendship not afforded 
In our dealings with the worldly throng; 

With a host of friends we are rewarded 
When we learn to sing the victor’s song. 


There are riches none can ever gather 
When content with silver and with gold. 
Let us, then, renounce the world, and rather 
Work for Him who offers wealth untold. 


There are blessings that we cannot measure; 
And a hundredfold is ours to share 

When we make the blessed Truth our treasure, 
Letting it direct us everywhere. 


Oh, the wondrous joy of righteous living! 
Oh, what peace each faithful one will know! 
Countless blessings now our God is giving, 
And eternal life He will bestow. 
—L. L. S. 


MiMisnininiienniniieniiiiieniiiie ns sii isiul UUs SU SUMO SI > OO SEOUL SOC L or COCO CLL OL Lb OLLLos 


STS STS SL PL PLP PL PL PL PLL PHU PHT PHT i 


G 
5 
3 
F 
| 
= 
c 
2 
: 
. 
= 
E 
= 
= 
: 
= 
og 
3 
5 
s 
= 
c 
: 
i 
: 
2 
0 


as! 





ee ee a ee 





